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Headline - Headlines should 
be clear and literal, phrased as 
a question would be - AI models 
are trained to map user intent 
to specific queries.

Timestamped to show how 
up to date it is - AI engines 
prioritise current information.

Attributed to an author for 
authority. Including an author 
bio that links to content 
displaying the author's expertise 
on the topic supports E-E-A-T 
and helps AI models verify the 
content's author.

H2 Explicit Headlines: 
Subheadings are written as 
phrases or questions a human 
would ask (e.g., "What is...?", 
"How can I...?").

H3 Subheadings: 
Additional subheadings can be 
placed under an H2, particularly 
for ‘how’-focused questions. 
Breaking content into clear, 
digestible sections makes it 
easier for answer engines to 
scan. H3 subheadings should 
ideally begin with a verb.

Content
The content is structured and 
specific, it focuses on answering 
real user questions and is easy 
to scan. 

Use bullets points or numbered 
lists where appropriate.

Answer engines are lazy readers. 
They won’t read the full page, 
they’ll just scan the text to find 
relevant information.

Internal linking
There's a strong internal linking 
strategy used throughout the 
content. AEO isn’t about one 
page; it’s about proving you 
have knowledge of the entire 
subject. It’s recommended 
to link to at least 3-5 related 
articles using descriptive 
anchor text.

TL;DR (Too Long; Didn't Read)
A clear answer right from the 
start. A TL;DR section provides 
a concise summary of the blog’s 
main answer for both AI engines 
and human readers.

FAQS
Short answers (40-50 words) 
that start with the conclusion 
/answer first, followed by 
context.

The anatomy of a high performing 
Answer Engine Optimisation blog 




